Favounrite venus

SO

4" INSIDE THE LAIR
During my fishing of
the pressure | was putting
pushing them further out and into the
middle of the lake and no matter how
much | tried, | just couldn’t get a take
closerin. They liked it out there and it
seemed they were intent on staying put.
The problem was now the distance and |
was fishing effectively at my limits. |

needed a new advantage and setabout
- planning a season of commando mtsm 1
< for the folluwmg spring
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were close, so close that there
W

In the dark, the sound of big
carp rv.n-,.hlr'x_; ruptured the
silence and sent rnipples
lapping at the bankside

underncath my rods. Fish

could

C ) e (uvq‘/x!‘.y'up
glaring at my isolop
the ckness, | trem

5 Qh(,‘um»

ent, my sense
in overdrive-and | itched with
the anticx pation of 11 all Just

1 1ds were

» my e

becoming heavy, a Delkim

ped four times in 3 positive
manner that could only indicate
carp, Fishing around snaagay
margins, m
creweg o
allow the fish to pick up any

clutches were

wn Light 50 35 not 1o

speed or moment
running. But this fish decided
otherwise and wrenched line

m by

from the spool. | pounced on it
d up my rod,
wdiately forcad 1o back wind frantically as it bolted off So | made a decision. | was going to let go of the fear of

ing the power ol a raging bull ing it and fight the Light for all it was worth, letting late
P;,r.:,',.; Du—d.; ¥ 1*ruqqh a dry mouth, my legs wobbied like the oulc 2. So.with images of loose hook ho and
jelly in much the same way they had done when | hooked my ghastly snags racing through my mind, | ;::m'pvd it back
lirst carp 20 years previously. | pulled my head torch fram its  towards me and, as Il it were a simple baltle of wits, the fish

hook in the \ree branches, wrestlied it onte my head and turned as | stretchpd to place the net beneath it, It writhed
waded out with the [anding net 1o take up my light position in and thrashed but | gave not aninch until it was well and truly
the water, my teeth chaltering away nerveusly in position and | heaved up the net, prayir ein |

¢ down my rod and hauled the
weighty bundle to the -_..)fpt', of the bank

opened the bail arm, threy
It was using bulk rather than any athletic pace and
a laint glimme

another good fish. As | pumped carefully, rol

colou shed in the torch beam under the surface and then | coliapsed to my knees and paused lor a moment {c regair
vanished in an instant, the line lleeing from the spool again. | my composure. What had | cought? | opened the mesh to
was gotting seriously nervous now - | was lishing dangerous reveal a carp of impressive proportions. Immediately, | knew
lernitory - plenty of trees and submaerged it was a good hish but as | rolled it onto its side | saw a large,

branches around to enable the fish o famillar-looking scale. It was the big mirror, yet again the
escapo if 1 managed 101
the strength it was display
that a big worry. It reappeared in the
torchlight 50 | se! the cluteh on the

side of caution and waded just & fow
{eet further out. It came toward the

net begrudgingly but swung around

and charged off again. It was indesda®
big, angry fish and was going 16 takeu s
some subduing :

same fish that had reabised my dream 12 years before, It too
had grown and as atways, had kept at least ten pounds ahead
ol all the other carp in The Pit. It was now 44lbs

402z which,

incidentally I'm told, was a new county record i, although
8 gapture that plaased me - as the big mirror 15 a superb
Srp do cateh under any circumstances - it had own-side
J was searching for new fish and despite
calching several more good mirro
that sumsier, they included no
surprises. A lew will undoubtedly
axist, but my hopes and dreams ol
unknown monsters have been
quietly laid to rest

Svper shrong. Mirvors.
This one weat 280k,
S The Pit will always be very dear to me; t
> has been since childheod m.d | spent
well over a decade hunting its carp. |
just hope that nature will r_un.n.;all,' be
allowed to take i1s course and the lake left
2% s, untampered with, an under-stocked
wilderness that offers a great challenge to the
dedicated carp angler | visit the water to lish
'fmm fime Lo time and 1t still makes my heart
Stop when the buzzer sounds. | still feal the pain
Swhen the line goes slack but | glow from within
V Mon Lopen the mesh 1o reveal the dreams of my
" childhaod

B Matt Charlion

carpacictahcrioom ,@



